



  Draft Copy of New K-2 Social Studies Core Curriculum
I ask you my children…what did you learn today?  Did anyone teach you how to meet tomorrow?  What did you learn about what happened … to cause people to behave as they do?  What did you learn today?

---Anonymous
Introduction
At the close of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, Benjamin Franklin was leaving Independence Hall when a woman approached him and asked, “Well Doctor, what have we got—a Republic or a Monarchy?”

Franklin replied, “A republic—if you can keep it.”

As citizens in the twenty-first century, the primary goal of public schools should be to continue the survival of our republic through educating our students to take upon themselves, as Jefferson put it, the “office of citizen.”  Social Studies is the perfect arena to promote this civic competence.  The National Council for the Social Studies has written: “The primary purpose of social studies is to help young people develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world.”

Citizenship education then is an important function of a school’s curriculum in a democracy such as ours.  Kindergarten, First, and Second Grades provide this initial citizenship education. Gaining a perspective of oneself and others, and accepting the responsibility to respect the rights of our neighbor is essential to protect the freedoms that have been brought forth in our founding documents.
Children are ripe for learning.  At an early age, they possess a keen sense of curiosity, and have the capacity to make sense of their growing world.  Teachers recognize this prime opportunity to provide essential learning experiences—to help them piece together the puzzles that they encounter every day.  

Schools in the twenty-first century should prepare their students to be knowledgeable citizens and leaders in a diverse and fast-paced world.  Kindergarten, First, and Second grade students have the capacity to understand themselves and the cultures that surround them.  Schools need to show them a world that includes diversity in their surroundings, and encourages them to respect all people.  

The K-2 curriculum helps students recognize that different cultures, traditions, and belief systems have different views and values than their own, and provide resources and activities that support instruction that can help these young learners develop a world of understanding.  A teachers responsibility is to ensure respect for all peoples and cultures and to constructively address bias.
The standards for Kindergarten include elements of initial citizenship education.  During the course of their first year in school, students will have as a theme:  Self and others, family:  now, long ago, future.  Students should learn basic concepts of historical time sequence, and geographic direction.   Emphasis should be placed on safe practices and the importance of following rules and respecting the rights of other people.  Students should also acquire the knowledge of national symbols and songs. 
First Grade standards center on self and others, neighborhood:  now, long ago, future.  Elements of initial citizenship education include learning and demonstrating civic responsibility; and of learning and enforcing school rules for their own safety and the safety of others.  Students will also be encouraged to develop good character through stories that teach honesty, kindness, and responsibility from numerous examples (George Washington, Martin Luther King Jr., etc.).  The importance of state and national symbols will be investigated as signs of citizen unity.

Second Grade standards introduce students to self and others, communities: school, now, long ago, future.  Civic standards include student learning and demonstrating their role in the school and in the community.  The children will explore the diversity of cultural backgrounds, races, religions, and spoken languages by observing their school, neighborhood, and community.  Second grade students will continue the development of symbols, and map skills.  Citizenship and community service will also be emphasized.

The creation of a core document for social studies must be a

community process, and this core reflects the best thinking and

committed work of a community of stakeholders who care deeply

about the educational success of Utah students. It was developed

by dedicated Utah elementary and social studies teachers, school district superintendents, directors, and curriculum specialists, representatives from institutions of higher education, State Office of Education specialists, and an advisory committee of community members. The core also reflects the insights and input from teachers across Utah, as well as the best thinking from national organizations including the National Council for the Social Studies, the National Geography Standards, and the National Center for History in the Schools.

How the Core is Organized

The core is designed to help teachers organize and deliver instruction.  Each grade level includes:
• Benchmarks are used to describe in narrative terms the social studies content addressed in each standard. Benchmarks emphasize enduring understandings and essential questions.

• Standards are broad statements of what students are expected to understand.

• Objectives are more focused descriptions of what students need to know and be able to do at the completion of instruction. If students have mastered the Objectives associated with a given Standard, they are deemed to have mastered that Standard at that grade level. Objectives are more readily assessable than Standards, can serve as the framework

for unit design, and connect directly to the Standard.

• Indicators are measurable or observable student actions that enable teachers to judge whether a student has mastered a particular Objective. Indicators build directly on the Objectives, and are designed to support content Objectives while also fostering skills and dispositions. Each Indicator can be seen as a useful formative assessment to monitor

student learning and understanding. The Indicators serve dual roles both as the steps toward reaching the Objectives and hence meeting the Standards, and also as one basis for meaningful authentic assessments. Teachers are not required to teach all the Indicators under a given Objective, but rather teach what is necessary to ensure student mastery of the Objective.

• Essential social studies vocabulary identifies some of the words students should know and use in order to understand more fully the core content.

A Note on Indicators and the Use of the Latin terms e.g. and i.e.

e.g. means for example, and therefore the words or concepts that follow are examples to use when necessary to ensure student understanding

i.e. means that is, so when i.e. is used the words or concepts following i.e. are considered essential aspects of the indicator, extensions of the idea that must be included when teaching that indicator.


Kindergarten Social Studies Core
Kindergarten Standard 1:  Students will recognize that being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways.
Benchmark:

The idea of being a good citizen involves acting in certain ways. To prepare to be a contributing member of society means learning to use safe practices, and understanding that each person plays a vital role in their community by following rules, taking responsibility for their actions, showing respect for themselves and others, and in displaying patriotism.

Objective 1:  Demonstrate appropriate ways to behave in different settings. (i.e. self/family, school, neighborhood).

Indicators:
a. Explain what rules are: such as sharing and taking turns, and the
consequences of breaking them.

b. Model positive relationships through play and friendship. 

c. Identify examples of honesty, courage, determination, individual 
    responsibility, and patriotism in history from stories and folklore
    (e.g. heroes of diverse cultures).
d. Recognize behaviors of characters in stories and describe the
    consequences of the characters’ actions.

Objective 2:  Identify and articulate safe practices in home, school, and community.

Indicators:
a. Recall home telephone number, address, and also emergency numbers.

b. Follow safety procedures for school emergencies (e.g. fire drill, earthquake, and intruder).

c. Recognize and identify common traffic symbols.

d.  Identify school personnel who students can go to for help or safety.
Objective 3:  Students will investigate and explain how neighborhoods and communities are united by symbols of citizenship and U.S. patriotic songs. 

   Indicators:
a. Recognize national and state symbols and icons (e.g. the national and state flags, the bald eagle, and the Statue of Liberty).  

b. Sing U.S. patriotic songs such as:  This Land is Your Land.
c. Identify the people and events honored in U.S. commemorative
 holidays.

d. Recite and model respect for the Pledge of Allegiance.

e. Identify and articulate the purpose and role of authority figures
    in your school and community (e.g. parents, secretary, principal, 
    teacher, librarian, police officers, fire fighters, American Indian 

    Community Leader).

    Show respect for leaders
Social Studies language students should know and use:  self, citizen, school, neighborhood, rules, consequences, behavior, patriotism, rights, respect, responsibility, safety, honesty, courage, determination, friends, sharing, community, American Indian Community Leader. 
Kindergarten Standard 2: Students will recognize that our world is a diverse place.

Benchmark:
Living in a global society, one should learn to respect themselves and the diversity of others. By exploring their own customs and cultures, and those of others, one will learn to appreciate commonalities and differences within their community. 
Objective 1:  Identify ways individuals are alike and different.
Indicators:

a. Describe and compare physical characteristics of self and others (e.g. height, gender, skin, eye and hair color).
b. Observe how people change over time (e.g. self, family, others).
c. Recognize and identify the basic needs of all people (e.g. food, shelter, water, clothing).

d. Distinguish between wants and needs.

e. Demonstrate respect and understanding for others and the environment.
Objective 2:  Recognize and describe how all families and cultures share common characteristics and are also unique and diverse.

Indicators:
a. Share their family culture, traditions, and celebrations.

b. Compare and contrast two or more different cultures (e.g. language, food, clothing, shelter, traditions, beliefs, and holidays).

Objective 3:  Identify characteristics and people of the community in which one lives. 
Indicators:
a. Recognize and articulate how community helpers provide goods, services and assistance.

b. Locate objects in the community using the terms near/far, left/right, behind/in front, and cardinal directions.

c. Distinguish between land and water on maps and globes.

Social Studies language students should know and use:

alike, different, culture, traditions, celebrations, community helpers, wants, needs, unique, shelter, maps, globes, beliefs, change, north, south, east, west.

First Grade Social Studies Core

First Grade Standard 1:  Students will recognize responsible behaviors of a citizen and develop new skills in effective communication.


Objective 1:  Identify roles and responsibilities in the school and neighborhood.

Indicators:


a. Identify and articulate individual responsibilities and

roles in the classroom, school, and neighborhood (e.g. safety, right to learn).

b. Participate in activities that contribute to the classroom

    (e.g. follow teacher directions, put belongings away,   

    participate in discussions, take turns, listen to others, 

    share ideas).

c. Participate in activities that contribute to the neighborhood (e.g. service, clean up litter, report graffiti).

d. Practice and demonstrate safety in the school and

 neighborhood (e.g. classroom safety procedures, playground rules, crossing streets, neighborhood dangers such as strangers, animals, water).

e. Identify people who have exhibited courage, honesty,

and responsibility.

Objective 2:  Demonstrate and articulate skills to communicate feelings and ideas.


Indicators:

a. Identify, validate, and express feelings in appropriate ways.

b. Use problem solving techniques in everyday circumstances (e.g. playground, classroom, lunch room).

c. Articulate how individual choices affect self, peers and others.

d. Communicate positive feelings and ideas of self (e.g. positive self talk, confidence, complementary of self, people like me, positive identity, good friend, helper, honest).

e. Predict possible consequences for a variety of actions.


First Grade Standard 2:  Students will recognize that as citizens they have rights and responsibilities within their school and neighborhood, and will also be able to identify school, community, state, and national symbols, traditions, documents, and landmarks.


Objective 1:   Identify and list rights and responsibilities in school and the neighborhood.


Indicators:

a. Describe and practice the rights and responsibilities 

inherent in being a good citizen in the classroom, school and neighborhood community.

b. Create and follow the classroom rules and discuss the

rights and responsibilities of individuals (e.g. the right to be safe, the right to learn).

c. Identify people from a variety of cultures who

have exhibited courage, honesty, and responsibility.

d. Model respect for the similarities and differences of

others (e.g. physical, cultural, belief systems, backgrounds).

Objective 2:  Students will investigate how neighborhoods are united by symbols of citizenship. 


Indicators:

a. Identify school symbols and traditions (i.e. mascot, songs, events) 

b. Identify neighborhood and community symbols and traditions (i.e. firehouse, city hall, churches, other landmarks).  

c. Identify Utah state symbols (e.g. flag, flower, bird, tree).

d. Demonstrate respect for patriotic symbols and traditions (Pledge of Allegiance, flag etiquette, patriotic songs).

e. Identify symbols, landmarks and documents of the U.S.(e.g. Statue of Liberty, Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, The Constitution, The Declaration of Independence).


First Grade Standard 3: Students will recognize the uniqueness of different neighborhoods and environments and how they change over time.

Objective 1:  Recognize and identify the people and their roles in your school and neighborhood and how they change.


Indicators:

a. Identify the roles of people in the school (e.g. principal, teacher, librarian, secretary, custodian, bus driver, crossing guard, lunch staff).

b. Explain and articulate the roles of the people in your neighborhood (e.g. police, firefighter, mail carrier, grocer, doctor, dentist, veterinarian, tribal leader).

c. Discuss and list how a neighborhood and school changes over time (e.g. new businesses, technology, one room schools).

Objective 2:  Demonstrate how symbols and models are used to represent features of the environment.


Indicators:

a. Locate important sites or landmarks on a school or 
     community map.

b. Recognize and use a map, globe.

c. Know the compass rose and cardinal directions on a 

    map or globe.
d. Locate and identify the continents and oceans on a 

globe and on a map.

Second Grade Social Studies Core

Second Grade Standard 1:  Students will recognize and understand their role, and responsibilities in relation to the school community.

	Benchmark:

A successful school environment depends upon the harmonious interaction of different roles that people play.  School rules help define the role and the responsibility that members of that community must have in order to provide a safe environment.  The relationship of individuals within a school community will change over time.  


Objective 1:  Describe and model behaviors that influence relationships within the school community.

Indicators:

a. List characteristics of a successful school community (i.e. rights, responsibilities, respect, caring, and trust).

b. Compare and contrast how school communities change over time (i.e. now, long ago, future).

c. Explain and articulate why schools have rules.

d. Recognize and identify how choices and consequences affect self and school community.

e. Model cooperating, sharing, and ways to resolve conflict.

Objective 2:  Recognize and identify the individuals within our school community and how they contribute to our success.

Indicators:

a. Identify the roles of members of the school community and explain the important contribution each member makes within the school community.

b. Model respect for the school building and the school community (e.g. staff, volunteers, building, supplies, etc.).

	Social Studies language students should know and use:

rights, responsibility, respect, choices, consequences, caring, trust, rules, school community, conflict, cooperation, volunteer, benefit, resolve, relationship


Second Grade Standard 2:  Students will recognize their role and responsibility in relation to their community.

	Benchmark:

Diversity is found in every community.  The successful community recognizes their responsibility to respect the variety of opinions, backgrounds, and cultures of others.  



Objective 1:  Examine and list important aspects of the community that strengthen relationships.

Indicators:

a. Describe and practice characteristics of a successful community (i.e. rights, responsibilities, respect, caring, and trust).

b. List the components of rural, suburban, and urban communities (i.e. now, long ago, and future) and describe the benefits and limitations of each.

c. Explain and give examples why communities have rules and laws.

d. Model how choices and consequences affect self and community.

e. List goods, services, and resources within the community (e.g. retail goods, jobs, community services, natural resources).
f. Describe how the geographic aspects of the area impacts a community and influences culture.
Objective 2:  Identify and examine cultural diversity within our community.

Indicators:

a. Recognize and respect the diversity within our community (e.g. cultural, belief systems, ethnicity, special needs, recreational).

b. Celebrate the importance of cultural diversity within our community (e.g. Martin Luther King Jr., hometown heroes, military, local cultural leaders, traditions, etc.).

c. Identify and participate in culturally diverse activities (e.g. dance, visual arts, music, drama, and sports).

Objective 3:  Identify and utilize symbols and models that represent features of the community and environment.

Indicators:

a. Identify and use information on maps or a globe. (e.g. map key or legend, physical features, compass rose).

b. Identify community traffic signs and symbols and know their meaning (e.g. stop sign, hazard symbols, pedestrian crossing, bike route, recreational, and signs for a blind or deaf child).

c. Locate your community and state on a map.

d. Locate and label the following on a map or globe: the seven continents, five oceans, poles, and equator.

e. Using maps or a globe, locate and link where the ancestors of people in the class originated.

	Social Studies language students should know and use:

community, rural, suburban, urban, laws, goods, services, resources, recreation, symbols, signs, map, globe, key, compass rose, north, south, east, west, features, legend, environment, landmarks, continents, oceans, poles, equator, origin, diversity, culture, ethnicity, belief systems, special needs, traditions, ancestors.


Second Grade Standard 3:  Students will recognize and demonstrate civic responsibility.
	Benchmark:

National symbols and landmarks help to identify and unite us as citizens of our nation.  Learning rules and respect for these symbols demonstrates the characteristics of a good citizen.




Objective 1:  Investigate and show how communities are united by symbols that represent citizenship in our nation.

Indicators:

a. Identify the characteristics of national symbols, landmarks, etc. and what they represent (e.g., flag, Pledge of Allegiance, national monuments, U.S. currency, patriotic songs).

b. Compare and contrast how community, state, and national symbols, landmarks, and celebrations have changed over time (e.g. flag, currency, and holidays).

c. Learn and model the proper rules and etiquette of good citizenship (i.e. stand for the flag, hand over heart, vote, service learning projects, etc.).

d. Explain the benefits of being an U.S. citizen (i.e. rights, responsibilities, freedoms, opportunities).

	Social Studies language students should know and use:

national, local, landmark, monument, celebration, citizenship, currency, service , freedom, united.


K-2 Social Studies Curriculum Map

	Concept
	K
	1
	2

	Behavior (3Rs)
	Self, others

Standard 1

  Objective 1
	Problem solving, expression, school, neighborhood

Standard 1

  Objective 1, 2

Standard 2

  Objective 1
	School/community & change over time.  Choice & consequences, influence conflicts & resolution with others 

Standard 1

  Objective 1

Standard 2

  Objective 1



	Safety
	Home, school, community

Standard 1

  Objective 2
	School/neighborhood

Standard 1
  Objective 1

Standard 2

  Objective 2
	Community awareness.  Traffic signs, hazard symbols, map signs

Standard 2

  Objective 3

	State and U.S. History & Citizenship
	Explore and recognize national symbols—recite pledge

Standard 1

  Objective 3
	Introduce and recognize state and national: symbols, pledge, flag, etiquette, monuments, documents, songs

Standard 2

  Objective 2
	Rural/Urban/Suburban change over time; symbols, national/state symbols; benefits of being American: rights, freedoms, opportunities

Standard 3

  Objective 1

	Cultural Diversity
	Self, family, community

Standard 2

  Objective 2
	Similarities/differences within school & neighborhood

Standard 2

  Objective 2
	Recognize and appreciate community, cultural leaders

Standard 2

  Objective 2



	Community
	Identify community helpers

Standard 2

  Objective 3
	Roles of community/school helpers: teachers, principal, fire fighter police officer , plumber

Standard 3

  Objective 1
	Importance of school roles and how they change; rural/urban/suburban; appreciation, goods, service, natural resources

Standard 2

  Objective 1

	Map Skills
	Land, water, positional words, cardinal directions

Standard 2

  Objective 2
	Symbols, school/community, map, compass rose, cardinal directions, recognize continents & oceans

Standard 3

  Objective 2
	Maps, globes, community, state, nation, world:  seven continents, five oceans, poles, equator; link geography to culture

Standard 2

  Objective 3


Social Studies language that teachers should know and use:


Culture~ a shared social process whereby a group communicates meaning and make sense of their world.


Patriotism~ devotion to one’s country.  It includes the notion of social responsibility to one’s fellow citizens—often referred to as a concern for the common good


Republic~ government in which the people hold sovereign power;  elected representatives exercise that power.


American Indian Community Leader~ a person well-known in the community with knowledge, experience, and is held to the highest of standards.








Benchmark :


Recognizing responsible behavior and developing effective communication skills play an important role in demonstrating civic responsibility. It is important to recognize and understand how individual roles and responsibilities have an important place in a neighborhood. As people participate in community activities they demonstrate civic responsibility.  








Social studies language students should know and use:


crosswalks, crossing guards, uniqueness, strangers, service, responsibilities, roles, litter, graffiti, consequences, peers, feelings








Benchmark :


People who live in schools and neighborhoods have rights and responsibilities as citizens.  For a school or a neighborhood to function effectively, members of those communities must understand and follow rules.  It is always good to look at role models from a variety of cultural backgrounds that exhibit courage, honesty, and respect.  It is also important to view and understand symbols that unite a school or neighborhood.











Social studies language students should know and use:


citizen, community, symbol, courage, honesty, patriotic, tradition, landmarks























Benchmark:   


Each neighborhood is unique. The attributes of a community can be seen in the roles and responsibilities that people take upon themselves.  Neighborhoods will change over time in response to the changes in the world around them. 














Social studies language students should know and use: continents, oceans, map, globe, compass rose, north, south, east, west, symbols, rural.



























